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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/05/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. Re claims 1 and 2, the Applicant contends that Osakabe is completely silent with 
respect to selectively outputting image data (Applicant's Remarks: page 7, line 18, 
through page 8, line 6). However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Osakabe 
discloses that commands originating from the remote commander are passed along the 
chain of devices, and a response is sent back only from the destination device 
designated by the user (Osakabe: column 2, line 39, through column 3, line 4), thereby 
performing the communication selectively and outputting image data from a certain 
device when that device is selected. 

3. Re claims 1 and 2, the Applicant also contends that Osakabe fails to disclose a 
control section having a changeover control (Applicant's Remarks: page 8, line 7, 
through page 9, line 21). However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Osakabe 
discloses that when the remote control signal is directed to a target other than a given 
device, the given device transmits the control signal to the next device in the chain 
(Osakabe: column 2, line 39, through column 3, line 4). Therefore, the IEEE 1394 
interface of the first device in the chain of devices acts as the first control section, 
performing a changeover function when the first device determines that the command is 
directed to another target. The interface of the next device in the chain of devices 
would act as the second control section. 
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4. Re claims 1 and 2, the Applicant further contends that Osakabe fails to disclose a 
control section able to send direction signals to another control section (Applicant's 
Remarks: page 10, lines 1-21). However, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. 
Osakabe discloses selective communication between devices (Osakabe: column 2, line 
39, through column 3, line 4), wherein the devices are capable of both receiving and 
sending command signals (Osakabe: column 5, lines 59, through column 6, line 9). 

5. Therefore, the Examiner maintains the previous rejection of claims 1 and 2, and 
subsequent dependent claims 3 and 4, under Osakabe (US 6400280 B1). A modified 
copy of the previous rejection, reflecting changes made to the claims in the Amendment 
filed 11/05/2007, is included below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Osakabe (US 6400280 B1). 

Re claim 1, Osakabe discloses a composite audio-video apparatus comprising: 
first and second image reproduce sections for reproducing images respectively 
recorded in different mediums (Osakabe: Fig. 3, DVCR 23 and DVD 24); first and 
second control sections for respectively controlling the first and the second image 
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reproduce section (Osakabe: Fig. 3, the DVCR and DVD are independent devices with 
their own local control circuitry); an operation command informing section, including a 
remote operating section, for informing the first and the second control section of an 
inputted operation command (Osakabe: Fig. 3, Digital TV 21; Fig. 12); and an image 
output section for selectively outputting an image reproduced by the first or the second 
image reproduce section (Osakabe: Fig. 3, Digital TV 21); wherein the first control 
section includes a changeover control section for controlling to change over an image 
input source of the image output section (Osakabe: column 6, line 57, through column 
7, line 12, a device is activated depending on the DestinationJD); the second control 
section outputs a direction signal to the first control section only when the operating 
command inputted from the operation command informing section is a specific 
operation command which has been previously set for the second image reproduce 
section (Osakabe: Fig. 3, when the second unit (DVD 24) communicates back to the 
Digital TV 21 , the commands and data are relayed through the first unit (DVCR 23) 
depending on the specific device selected by the user); and the first control section 
changes over the image output section so that an image reproduced by the second 
image reproduce section is outputted in the case where the first control section receives 
the direction signal even when the image output section is set to output an image 
reproduced by the first image reproduce section, and the first control section changes 
over the image output section so that the image reproduced by the first image 
reproduce section is outputted in the case where the operation command inputted from 
the operation command informing section is a specific operation command which has 
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been previously set for the first image reproduce section (Osakabe: Fig. 3; column 5, 
line 59, through column 6, line 9; column 6, line 57, through column. 7, line 12, the 
Digital TV 21 displays the picture from the device corresponding to the user selection, 
where the DestinationJD specifically selects a certain device in the device chain; 
Osakabe: column 2, line 39, through column 3, line 4, the communication with a second 
device in the chain will be passed through the first device in the chain). 

Re claim 2, Osakabe discloses a composite audio-video apparatus comprising:, 
first and second image reproduce sections for reproducing images respectively 
recorded in different mediums (Osakabe: Fig. 3, DVCR 23 and DVD 24); first and 
second control sections for respectively controlling the first and the second image 
reproduce sections (Osakabe: Fig. 3, the DVCR and DVD are independent devices with 
their own local control circuitry); an operation command informing section for informing 
the first and the second control sections of an inputted operation command (Osakabe: 
Fig. 3, Digital TV 21; Fig. 12); and an image output section for selectively outputting an 
image reproduced by the first or the second image reproduce section (Osakabe: Fig. 3, 
Digital TV 21); wherein the first control section includes a changeover control section for 
controlling to change over an image input source of the image output section (Osakabe: 
column 6, line 57, through column 7, line 12, a device is activated depending on the 
DestinationJD); the second control section outputs a direction signal to the first control 
section when the operating command inputted from the operation command informing 
section is an operation command for the second image reproduce section (Osakabe: 
Fig. 3, when the second unit (DVD 24) communicates back to the Digital TV 21 , the 
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commands and data are relayed through the first unit (DVCR 23) depending on the 
specific device selected by the user); and the first control section changes over the 
image output section so that an image reproduced by the second image reproduce 
section is outputted in the case where the first control section receives the direction 
signal even when the image output section is set to output an image reproduced by the 
first image reproduce section, and the first control section changes over the image 
output section so that the image reproduced by the first image reproduce section is 
outputted in the case where the operation command inputted from the operation 
command informing section is an operation command for the first image reproduce 
section (Osakabe: Fig. 3; column 5, line 59, through column 6, line 9; column 6, line 57, 
through column 7, line 12, the Digital TV 21 displays the picture from the device 
corresponding to the user selection, where the DestinationJD specifically selects a 
certain device in the device chain; Osakabe: column 2, line 39, through column 3, line 4, 
the communication with a second device in the chain will be passed through the first 
device in the chain). 

Re claim 3, Osakabe discloses that the first control section includes a 
discrimination section for discriminating whether or not the operation command is a 
specific operation command which has been previously set for the first image reproduce 
section when the operation command for the first image reproduce section is inputted to 
the first control section (Osakabe: column 5, line 59, through column 6, line 9; column 6, 
line 57, through column 7, line 12, the specific device according to the specific 
DestinationJD is selected); and only when the operation command is the specific 
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operation command for the first image reproduce section, the first control section 
changes over the image output section so that an image from the first image reproduce 
section is outputted (Osakabe: Fig. 3; column 5, line 59, through column 6, line 9; 
column 6, line 57, through column 7, line 12, if the command is intended for the second 
device, the first device ignores the command and relays it to the second device). 

Re claim 4, Osakabe discloses that the second control Section includes a 
discrimination section for discriminating whether or not the operation command is a 
specific operation command which has been previously set for the second image 
reproduce section when the operation command for the second image reproduce 
section is inputted to the second control section (Osakabe: column 5, line 59, through 
column 6, line 9; column 6, line 57, through column 7, line 12, the specific device 
according to the specific DestinationJD is selected); and only when the operation 
command is the specific operation command for the second image reproduce section, 
the direction command is outputted to the first control section (Osakabe: Fig. 3; column 
5, line 59, through column 6, line 9; column 6, line 57, through column 7, line 12, if the 
command is intended for the second device, the first device ignores the command and 
relays it to the second device and the response from the second device is relayed 
through the first device). 

Conclusion 

8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher Findley whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1 199. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

MARSHA D. BANKS-HAROLD 
/Christopher Findley/ SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAKKER 
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